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It’s amazing to me that people put so much 
emphasis on trying to be tactical and worry about 
winning when it doesn’t matter when you’re 12 
years old. It’s sad. That’s something that’s going to 
have to change if we want soccer this country to 
develop 

 
LANDON DONOVAN 

Denzel was a product of MFC. He played soccer year round.  He attended every 

summer camp for 8 years and returned to coach the past three years. He represented the 

Maryland state team for three years, traveled to Barcelona, Spain with the Region 1 team 

and was a member of the Region 1 Pool for three years. But his selection to the U-14 team 

National pool was by far the most surprising. 

 

This was surprising because, the first year he attended the ID Camp he was not 

selected to attend the Call Back camp. The list for the Call Back camp is usually posted 

the final day of camp, in the morning before noon. In three or four days of soccer, in the 

heat of the summer with three sessions a day, hundreds of players from fifteen states along 

the east coast battled in hopes of seeing their name on that list. For the 50 selected, there 

was joy, but for most, disappointment. 

 

 Denzel was one of the disappointed players. The two hour trip back to Maryland 

with future professionals, Joseph Gyau and Lester Dewey, and a future Towson State 

University player, Kay Banjo was the longest trip of his young life. The other three 

fellows had made the pool. Having to listen to their excitement of making the pool and 

the subsequent trip to the Call Back Camp was a sobering experience for Denzel. 

 

I remember the disappointment on his face when he arrived at Buck Lodge. As I 

gave him a big hug, I reminded him that this would be the first of many disappointments 

in life. We all have choices, we can give up or we can continue to practice.  As the tears 

ran down his face, I hoped that this would be the catalyst for hard work moving forward. 

 

http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6JkpmLK9UNy_FIvO6QHrhIFA7o6Q0gTG9r7bab7_mYbCAQgGEAEoBVDEmYaK_v____8BYMmOh4mIpIAQoAGyzo3RA8gBB6oEJ0_QytH7J_IwUHneuuCalGObExO2Y1BDfzA2CYHNNX2HhFBzQRrjscAFBYgGAaAGJuASlL2e-oP63LnSAQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=5GjmmwOUb_usgjWO3_LfgZ_QK-dFtMO5hD9ld5c26AzPkns&sig=AOD64_1pOFtmPKzii7fUF7Bxa_1rvScXhg&ctype=5&ved=0CIwBEPMO&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click?lid=43700003590503656&ds_s_kwgid=58700000031855402&ds_url_v=2
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6JkpmLK9UNy_FIvO6QHrhIFA7o6Q0gTG9r7bab7_mYbCAQgGEAEoBVDEmYaK_v____8BYMmOh4mIpIAQoAGyzo3RA8gBB6oEJ0_QytH7J_IwUHneuuCalGObExO2Y1BDfzA2CYHNNX2HhFBzQRrjscAFBYgGAaAGJuASlL2e-oP63LnSAQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=5GjmmwOUb_usgjWO3_LfgZ_QK-dFtMO5hD9ld5c26AzPkns&sig=AOD64_1pOFtmPKzii7fUF7Bxa_1rvScXhg&ctype=5&ved=0CIwBEPMO&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click?lid=43700003590503656&ds_s_kwgid=58700000031855402&ds_url_v=2


A week went by, than one day, Denzel received a phone call from the 

Region 1 office informing him that he was invited to the Call Back Camp. Call it a 

lucky break, but Denzel made the best of it. He was so impressive at the Call 

Back camp, that he was selected for the U-14 national pool. 
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