BROOM-HANDLE BUNT

PURPOSE
To develop bunting techniques

EQUIPMENT
Cme broom handle, a bucket of rag balls or tennis balls

1.
3 to 5 minutes per player

PROCEDURE

1. A player stands in the batter's box, and the coach stands
approximately halfway between the pitcher's mound and
home plate. '

2. The coach throws or leeses a rag ball underhand to the batter,
3. The batter squares around and bunts the ball.

KEY POINTS

Bunting is a difficult, yet crucial, skill to master and is an important
strategy in almost every level of youth baseball.

I. Emphasize that it is not necessary to bunt the rag ball to a
particular side of the infield but that making contact with the
broom handle is most important.

Z. Timing is important when bunting.

3. In this drill, the objective for the batter is to make contact
with the ball; therefore, the batter can start in the bunting po-

- sition.

4. To keep more players actively involved, perform this drill
with twao or three players.

5. A broom handle is much narrower then a bat, which makes
hitting the ball more challenging.

6. When bunting, the batter should not push the bat (or broom

handle} into the ball but instead let the ball meet the bat. Bal-
ters can imagine that there is a pane of glass right in front of

the: bat, and if they push the bat forward to bunt the ball they
will break the glass,

BROOM-HANDLE BUNT

7. The bat (or broom handle) should be level when in the bun-
ting position. However, the fat end of the bat can be tilted up
at a slight angle. If the fat end of the bat is lower than the rest
of the bat, the ball will pop up.

'RELATED DRILLS

41,42



