


Responsibilities of a Cheerleading Coach

· As a cheerleading coach, you must have a clear understanding of the GFL and Bryson Park rules and regulations, as well as be able to enforce them. You are responsible for the organization and training of your cheerleading squad and supervising their performance during games and practice sessions. You may also have to maintain order in the crowd and among the spectators, and in case there is an emergency on the field, you have to act decisively. On the administrative side, cheerleading coaches must maintain and complete records as instructed by administration. This could include information such as registration forms, health forms, and parent permission forms.
· Coaches must be on time! It is preferred to arrive 10-15 minutes early to functions and practices because some of your squad will show up early. Your parents and cheerleaders respect you more with excellent attendance and you are able to build a better rapport with everyone. Please advise the Cheer Director, your assistant coach, as well as parents if you are going to be tardy or absent. **In the event of a Coach’s absence, that team will practice with the next grade level up until the coach arrives.
Practices

· Practices are every week: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, for 1 ½ hours and 8th grade is allowed 2 hours. Must end at designated time.
· Coaches can choose to give their squad a (no-practice day) the Monday following Cheer-Off, after all the hard work they put in.
· Coaches CANNOT text or talk on your cell unless it is an emergency, nor leave practice until all cheerleaders have been picked-up/claimed by the proper adult/ guardian/ chaperone.
Games
· All Coaches, Team Moms, Parents and Cheerleaders are required to be at the game location one hour prior to the start of their game. This allows for stretching and organization of the cheer squad. 
· Each squad is responsible for creating a weekly run-thru banner for the football players.
· When hosting a home game, Coaches must greet and introduce themselves to the visiting squad and their Cheer Coaches. You must show them where they will be cheering as well as where the EMTs, bathrooms, announcer’s booth, and concessions are located. Your squad may provide a simple treat for each opposing cheerleader, presented creatively either before the game starts or at halftime. You’re allowed 4 minutes for a halftime routine and the visiting team always performs first. Your halftime music must be clean, appropriate and approved by the Cheer Director prior to use.
· All cheerleaders must have on the same attire. Hair is not to touch the collar, as well as NO gum/eating, NO jewelry!!! 
· Coaches MUST have on their official Coaches shirt during games.

· Cheerleaders CANNOT stunt if the grass is wet nor on concrete
· There cannot be any children on the field (including sidelines) that is not a certified Patriot cheerleader (only those that are insured by the association may be on the field).
· Cheerleaders will line up behind the football players at the end of the game to shake the opposing hand’s team. 
Cheer-off
· Cheer-off routine consists of a cheer, a chant and dance (in any order) and two transitions. It can be no longer than two minutes long. Music must be approved by the Cheer Director before use. 
· Forward rolls and level one stunts are allowed, but doesn’t count against 
· You have the option to hire professional help up until the week of Jamboree. The week before Cheer-Off will be dedicated to a mock cheer-off and final touch-ups.
· Cheer-Off date TBA
· I would like all coaches and team moms to get some type of small gift for their squad to commend them for all their effort and hard work. 
